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July 2015 Meeting Minutes 
1. Welcome/attendance register/apologies noted 

Attendance: M McGoldrick, G Hayes, M Bastow, D Duncan, R McInnes, J McGurk, A Blyth, M 

Boyd, H Allan, B Thomson (CB), R Hoey, K Chalmers, M Dobson, N Gilchrist, A Armstrong, G 

Polley, A Mullen, M Keddie, R Peebles, D Turner, R Johnston, J Reid, C Menzies, D Norvel, A 

Humphreys,  

Apologies: Y Ewing, M Cowan, S Smith, P McKendry.  

2. Minutes of previous meeting: 

• Corrections: 

• Proposed: R. Johnston 

• Seconded: J. Reid 

• Matters arising: EGM could not take place due to the absence of P.McKendry. 

 

3. Chairman’s report: Apologies 

4. Treasurer’s report: Apologies 

5. Events: 

Past events in Scotland: 

• IM2 Final Scott Gillespie 8 – 7 Liam Dunster 

• 5 person team event: Won by Ronnie’s Rockets 

• IPA Glasgow: M. Boyle bt S. Dunbar in amateur final. 

• IM3 Finalists Michael Collumb v Jamie Burnett 

• Wullie McCartney: L. Milne 7 – 5 G. Moore 

 

Past events International 

 

 Future events 

• Seniors Tour 12
th

 July 

• Unders Tour 19
th

 July 

• Specials Tour 25
th

 July 

• Ladies Tour 25
th

 July 

• IPA Warwick 7-9
th

 August 

• Masters Tour 9
th

 August 

• Senior Scottish Singles 16
th

 August 

• IM4 29-30
th

 August 

• UK Open 11-13
th

 September 

• Super 15s November Premier, Division 1 and Division 2. Play Off 11
th

 October 

 

 

 



International 

• 2015 Nations, Killarney: 

Adults and U23s 2-7
th

 September. Travelling 1
st

 and 8
th

. 

U18/U15/Specials The Towers, Mansfield, Nottingham (proposal) 

• 2016 European Championship, Bridlington:  

Adults 10-15
th

 April. Travelling 9
th

 and 16
th

. 

U15/U18/U23/Specials 5-8
th

 April. Travelling 4
th

 and 9
th

. 

• 2016 Nations, Coleraine, N. Ireland 

• 2016 BI World Championships – venue yet to be decided. 

6. SPA Business 

• Referees:  

A report was submitted by Mike McHardy. A copy of the report has been appended. 

See proposals for outcome. 

• Under 15s: 

Terri Lapsley has proposed to set up an U15 Academy . A copy of her proposal has 

been emailed to every IM rep. Please refer to proposals. 

• Liverpool International 8 ball Festival: 

There were concerns raised that an event has been organised and that teams 

attending are calling themselves Scotland teams. The secretary will contact the 

organisers and advise that they should refrain from using the national team names 

as it is causing confusion and they are not representing the SPA. 

• Review of Rules: 

Andy Armstrong (Glasgow) asked if a working group could be formed to discuss the 

rules and the wording with a view to proposing changes to the wording of some 

rules. Ross will address with BI to ascertain if it can be done on a bigger scale. A 

forum will be opened on the SPA website to invite interested parties to put their 

names forward. A closing date will be applied and the Exec will choose people the 

volunteers to form the working group. 

• Scottish Singles 2015: 

Change of date to 25
th

 October. 

• Scottish Doubles 2015: 

Change of date to 18
th

 October. 

• Anglo/Scottish Counties Event: 

Sand-le-Mere, Thursday 26-29
th

 November. 

18 teams of 8-10 players from 6 counties/areas. 

3 separate events for A, B and C teams. 

• National 9s. Ronnie Ferrier Memorial event. 

Event will be held in September 2016 at Pettycur Bay.  

32 teams based on IM areas. 

Teams must include 1 player from each of the following sections: Ladies, Specials 

and Unders. 

 

7. Proposals: 

1. Any single player can only play or manage one team at any event when sections are 

running concurrently. P: M. Cowan. S: J. Reid. Carried forward to August meeting. 

2. Names for International Managers 2016 positions to be handed to executive for 

selection. P: J.Reid. S: N. Campbell. Carried forward to August meeting. 

3. If 2 is passed, a committee will be formed to select any future International 

managers. Positions are yearly. P: J.Reid. S: N. Campbell. 

 



4. Supers: 

a. For all A teams to be in one section and all B, C and D etc. teams in a 

separate section. P: M. Cowan. S: S. Allison. 

b. Extra division to be created and any amount of teams from leagues 

permitted to enter. P: A. Maxwell. S: D. Duncan 

c. To relax dress code to matching polos and long trousers. P: A. Reynolds. S: S. 

Allison. 

All to be carried forward to an EGM 

5. All players who participate in any SPA event pay a one off annual fee of £1 towards 

the referees association. P: M. McHardy. S: Not seconded. 

6. Under 15 section to receive funding directly from SPA. Applications will be dealt with 

as need arises. P: M. McGoldrick. S: D. Turner. 

 

8. Correspondence: 

A letter has been received by R. McInnes form Martin Kirwan, BI. The letter discusses the 

2016 and 2018 World Championships hosts and venues. BI are proposing to hold the event 

in South Africa as the bids received from Cyprus and France are no longer able to be 

considered. France have withdrawn their bid and the Cyprus bid was not deemed suitable. BI 

are claiming no other suitable venue can be found on Europe. The letter also spoke about 

the venue for the World Championships 2018 being in South Africa as they claim it is South 

Africa’s turn. Ross has replied expressing concerns that BI are circumventing the EBA. 

 

9. AOCB: 

• Danny Turner called for an EGM to vote on changes Supers events form 2016 

onwards. The EGM will be held on 23
rd

 August and was backed by Falkirk, East of 

Fife, Edinburgh, Cowdenbeath, Central Ayrshire and Whitburn. 

 

Next meeting 23
rd

 August 

 Required – Fees for super 15s 

 

Meetings 2015 

 23
rd

 August, 6
th

 December. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 

REFEREE ASSOCIATION FUNDING PROPOSAL 

 

Firstly let me bring you up to date with what has been done so far. 
 

ROTAS 

I have set up a multi rota system designed to give all referees, depending on their grade, equal 

opportunity to ref at all levels of SPA events and also non SPA events, plus should the SPA 

be requested for ref’s at international events there is a rota for that too and our ref’s will be 

offered appointments from those who are attending these events. 

There have been a few teething problems with the rotas, but I believe over the course of time 

they and any new issues will be ironed out as they arise. 
 

REFEREE NUMBERS 

We have a total of 18 qualified referees identified to date and I hope to increase these 

numbers before the year is out. 

Nine of the eighteen have been actively involved over the years with refereeing all areas of 

SPA and or International events. One of the nine has recently asked to be by-passed until 

further notice. 

The remaining nine have all been left out in the dark since around March April last year until 

they were contact by me shortly after my appointment; one failed to respond to my contact 

attempts and another also decided to be placed on the back burner for the time being. 

That leaves seven; all I am pleased to say have been offered refereeing appointments with 

four accepting duty at SPA events. 
 

RULES OF PLAY 

A few referees attended a referee seminar in the Erskine Bridge hotel recently hosted by Viv 

Ruscoe of the Independent Pool Company. Viv’s aim through her seminars is basically to get 

all Blackball referees to interpret and apply the rules of play in the same way. 

I have been in contact with Mel Harley who is the author of a referee test paper which he 

informs me has been ratified by the E.B.A. He will be sending a copy of the paper to me 

shortly and I intend to compare it to our current test papers with a view to improve our own 

test paper. 
 

REFEREE POLO TOPS AND ACCESSORRIES 

All existing stock of ref’s polo tops have been given out to those whose sizes we held, but 

eleven tops are still required for all to be properly equipped for the job. Some ball markers 

still need to be distributed. There are seven or eight referees who require qualification 

certificates which are outstanding since they passed the exam; I have purchased frames for 

them and will have them ready very soon. 
 

ACCOUNTS 

No one seems to know whether or not there is an existing bank account for our referees 

association and there do not appear to be any past records of income and expenditure, I intend 

to set this up as soon as possible. 

We currently have £60 cash in hand of which the cost of the certificate printing and the 

frames will need to be deducted. 

It is obvious therefore that there is a funding issue and this needs to be addressed in order for 

the referees association to continue. 

 

 

 



FUNDING REQUIREMENTS 
There are a few areas that need to be looked at: 

 

1. Identify areas where there are low or no referees and target these areas to increase the 

numbers. 

2. Purchase of referee polo tops and accessories and maintain a small stock to minimize 

delay equipping newly qualified referees. 

3. Remuneration for out of pocket expenses such as travel costs where this is excessive 

to get to events. (the need for this will reduce as more areas have referees available) 

4. Overnight expenses B&B for when travelling home would not be appropriate due to 

distance or time constraints. 

 

With regard to travel and overnight expenses it might be argued that only referees who live 

close to a particular event should be used! 

I agree with that but it does depend on availability of referees in that particular area and the 

opportunity currently built into the rota system I have in place that all referees should gain 

across the board experience to referee all SPA event types. 

 

FUND RAISING 

There are a number of ways funding can be raised: 

 

1. Each player participating in SPA events pays a one off £1 annual fee. 

2. Additionally sponsorship with their logos attached by Velcro on ref’s tops along with 

the sponsor logo displayed within the viewed frame of streamed matches. 

 

I personally favour the first option as this is a sustainable income option or a combination of 

both, but not sponsorship alone as I do not believe enough revenue can be raised by this 

method. 

In order to maintain the association as a non-profit organization any excess if any accrued at 

the end of each financial year could be returned to the SPA. 

 

PROPOSAL 

Therefore all things considered: 

I propose that each and every player who participates in any SPA event whether that is one 

event or more pays a one off annual fee of one pound for the Referees Association. 

With any excess funds returned to the SPA at the end of each financial year to be utilized 

appropriately for the players in some way. 

 

I thank you for your attention. 

 

 

Mike McHardy 

SPA Head Referee 

Mobile – 07765762569 

Email – mike_mchardy@talktalk.net 
 


